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of peoples and are united by commerce and culture and inter-
marriage. From the intermingling of the peoples a single race is
born. This is the meaning of all the victories and triumphs of the
Roman Empire: the Roman peace has prepared the way for the
coming of Christ, For what place was there for God or for the accep-
tance of truth in a savage world in which men's minds were at strife
and there was no common basis of law?

The thought of Prudentius was in line with the teaching of
Eusebius, the Christian panegyrist of Constantine:

One God was proclaimed to all; and at the same time one universal
power, the Roman Empire, arose and flourished. The enduring
and implacable hatred of nation for nation was now removed; and
as the knowledge of one God and one way of religion and salvation,
even the doctrine of Christ, was made known to all mankind; so at
the self-same period, the entire dominion of the Roman Empire,
being vested in a single sovereign, profound peace reigned through-
out the world. And thus by the express appointment of the same
God two roots of blessing, the Roman Empire and the doctrine of
Christian piety, sprang up together for the benefit of mankind.1

For Eusebius it is evident that the Empire was indispensable
to the Church. And indeed the Liturgy coupled together 'the
enemies of the Roman name and the foes of the Christian Faith'.
None the less, the two roots of blessing of which he wrote were
in fact twain. There were in truth two societies or two cultures
in early medieval Europe. On the one hand, there was the
peace society of the Church which was centred in the episcopacy
and the monasteries. On the other hand, there was the war
society of the feudal nobility and their followers.

In the course of time circumstances compelled men to form
some sort of theory of the right relation between Church and
State. Rufinus of Aquileia has a report of a speech which
Constantine is reputed to have made to the bishops of the
Church at the Council of Nice. According to this report Con-
stantine recognized very clearly the limitations of imperial
authority in ecclesiastical affairs, and frankly acknowledged he
had no jurisdiction over bishops in spiritual matters: *Deus vos

* Cited Dawson, The Making of Europe, pp. 34-5. Of, Pliny, 'The immeasurable
majesty of the Roman peace.'